
   

JAMES ALBERTO MCDOWELL

Born: 5/30/1849 Asheville
Died: 4/23/1909 McDowell County

James Alberto McDowell, son of Major William Wallace McDowell, and the grandson of 
Colonel James Moffitt McDowell, was born on his father's large farm. The house, known as 
Smith McDowell House, is located at 283 Victoria Road, Asheville, NC and is registered on 
the National Register of Historic Places.

James Alberto McDowell moved to the South Toe area in 1894. He came with his wife, 
Delilah Ann Holcombe, and their three children to run the McDowell farm. James and Delilah 
lived on the farm for 13 years and had three more children. 

In addition to farming, James also ran a grist mill on the South Toe River. Delilah worked on 
the farm and cared for neighbors when they were sick or helped deliver babies. She was 
called a “Granny Woman.” According to her daughter, Sarah Maybelle McDowell, she was 
called out at all hours, day or night.  

James' brothers often visited from Asheville. They came regularly to see James and bring 
provisions. They camped under “the big tree” in the yard and hunted. 

Delilah Ann Holcombe McDowell died March 5, 1907 and was buried in the Patton Cemetery 
at South Toe.

James' brothers moved him to Old Fort in McDowell County after Delilah died. He died there 
April 23, 1909. He is buried on a hill overlooking Old Fort behind Ebberman Station.






